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spirit than to the letter of the Salic law, and should
refuse a foreign king, then let the Crown be be-
stowed on the Infanta and such French prince as
her father should select as her husband within two
months. Lastly, if the Estates should prove so un-
reasonable as not to be willing to leave the choice of
a king to their benefactor, let them elect the Duke
of Guise, and Philip would condescend to accept
him as son-in-law.

The last was the only really possible alternative.
If, from the first, Fcria had said, " Elect Guise, and
my master will marry him to his daughter and main-
tain the claim of the new King with his men and
money," there is little doubt that the fervour of the
Fanatics and Democrats, of the clergy and of the
adherents of the House of Lorraine, would have
overborne the open opposition of the more moder-
ate, and the secret ill-will of Mayenne. The elec-
tion of a pretender whose hereditary popularity and
personal attractiveness would have excited some en-
thusiasm, and in whose assistance Philip would have
strained to the utmost his still formidable resources,
would certainly have revived the war, and post-
poned, even if it had not changed, the issue. But,
fortunately for France and Europe, Fcria was not
the man to go beyond his instructions. Wrapped
in the dense self-conceit of his Castilian pride, and
mistaking an ill-timed dilatoriness for dignity, he
did not even begin to negotiate with the States-
General, until Henry IV. had communicated to
their envoys at Suresne his determination to "re-
ceive instruction" within the next two months,